
SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

Tony Ruffo for all his technical wizardry and mad production skills, 
Rob Shelton for camera work and door opening, Kevin Watt for 
capturing our souls, Ekendra Dasa for our awesome theme, and 
Tara Shelton for popcorn and door duty. 

ABOUT ROCHESTER SPOKEN WORD 

Founded by Scott Seifritz and Evvy Fanning after a number of Old 
Fashioneds here at Cheshire, Rochester Spoken Word was created 
as a way for local writers to be heard -- literally. It was founded 
upon the belief that there is a rhythm and flow to good writing that 
can only be identified when a work is read aloud, and that real-
time audience feedback is beneficial to a writer in determining 
whether their words are properly conveying their message. With 
these tenets in mind, they came up with the idea for the Speak Easy 
series which mixes their two favorite pastimes: talking and drinking. 

CONNECT WITH US! 

If you’d like to read at one of our upcoming events, visit our 
website, rocspoke.org, and let us know. Do you have a spoken 
word event you’d like to include on our Events Calendar? Use the 
form beneath the calendar on our site to submit it. 
 

Today’s show is dedicated to the people of Ukraine and other 
countries whose lives have been upended or ended due to the 
insanity that is war and the people who choose to wage it. May 

Ukrainians and all people know peace and normalcy again soon. 
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Sunday March 13, 2022 1:00 PM 



PROGRAM 

Change of Heart ........................................................... Christine Green 
What is it Going to Be? ............................................... Bubbles Jackson 
These are the Good Old Days ......................................... Hope Herting 
Yes ....................................................................................... Evvy Fanning 
Threes ............................................................................ Mary Brzustowicz 

Intermission 

True Detective ....................................................... Jane Knickerbocker 
Ghosts in the Nursery ..................................................... Sarah E. Webb 
Vice ................................................................... Michael Mercado-Soto 
Leaf It .............................................................................. Bonnie Jaeckel 

Q&A with Readers 

SPEAKER BIOS 

Mary Brzustowicz published an essay about dancing with the 
Prince of Spain in Mused: Bella Online, has a short story about 
Shirley Jackson in the Best of Rochester Spoken Word Short Story 
Contest 2020, and is a semifinalist in The Writer Magazine short story 
contest. She writes about growing up in a large family and her too-
frequent domestic disasters in her blog, Keep Mary Out of the 
Kitchen. 

Evvy Fanning is the co-founder of Rochester Spoken Word and the 
proprietor of Solera and Cheshire. She finds talking about herself 
unbecoming of a lady and prefers to let her characters speak for 
her. That said, she would hasten to tell you that she has on one 
occasion drunk bourbon with Salman Rushdie, and that he is every 
bit as enchanting as you think.  Furthermore, her floors are 
immaculate and her children are well mannered, if not soft 
spoken. So there’s that. 

Before Christine Green became editor at (585) magazine, she tried 
her hand at archaeology, housekeeping, and grant writing. She 
enjoys writing fiction, poetry, and creative nonfiction. When she 
isn’t writing she is gardening or practicing yoga. 

Hope Herting began her writing career at the tender age of 11. 
She became serious in high school and was accepted into the 
creative writing program at the University of Arizona, leaving three 
semesters shy of her degree to follow a man back east.   

 Two kids, one divorce, and a career in social work behind her, 
Hope is now married anew and writing again. This is her first public 
reading in over 40 years. 

Bubbles Jackson is a strong independent Black queen who is very 
caring and loving. She goes hard for what she wants and sticks by 
what she believes in. She’s very secretive and doesn’t show any 
emotions; that’s why she started to write poetry to express how 
she feels without really saying it. 

Starting her career in NYC ad agencies, Bonnie Jaeckel vowed 
never to return home. Ten years later, wishing for simple things like 
a grill and a car, she did the unthinkable, returned to Rochester, 
and attempted raising three children with her husband while 
working in corporate marketing. Bonnie finds humor in everyday 
events and shares it from a relatable point of view in her writing 
and storytelling.  
Jane Knickerbocker is a communications professional by day and 
enjoys volunteering with East House, playing guitar in the band 
Rock Paper Sisters (www.facebook.com/RockPaperSistersROC), 
and writing about weird stuff (janeknickerbocker.com). A former 
cast member of the storytellers show Listen To Your Mother, she is 
a producer of the 2022 show on May 7. 
Michael Mercado-Soto is a Puerto Rican model and aspiring 
writer. Raised in Rochester, NY, and currently attending Monroe 
Community College for graphic design, he aspires to write and 
illustrate his own poetry book someday. 
When not busy with Rochester Spoken Word, Scott Seifritz (MC), 
writes plays and short fiction, His play Denny Killington, Master 
Detective! was selected for the 2016 Regional Writers Showcase, 
and he’s had plays performed as part of the Rochester Fringe 
Festival and 24-Hour Plays. His play, Treading Water, will be 
produced by Green Buffalo Productions in summer 2022 (finally!). 
Sarah E. Webb’s path consists of many stitches, but at heart she is 
a storyteller. From the artist studio to the yoga studio, her multi-
disciplinary approach entwines the creative with the 
contemplative, from breath to pen. When not in the 585, Sarah 
facilitates writing and meditation retreats on Monhegan Island, 
eleven miles off the coast of Maine. Find her on IG @tobejustsew 
or tobejustsew.com 

 


